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SUBJECT: PROPOSED INTERIM LEGISLATION ON DEEP SEABED 
MINING AND 200-MILE FISHERIES ZONE 

REF STATE 193106 

1. AS DEPT AWARE, GOSL ALREADY CLAIMS 200-MILE TERRITORIAL 
SEA, ALTHOUGH INDICATIONS ARE IT IS PREPARED RESCIND 
LEGISLATION IN FAVOR OF 12-MILE TERRITORIAL SEA PLUS 
200-MILE ECONOMIC ZONE AND CONFORM TO THAT PATTERN IF 
LOS CONFERENCE PRODUCES DRAFT TREATY SPECIFYING THAT 
RESULT. HOWEVER, EMBASSY ESTIMATES THAT UNILATERAL 
US LEGISLATION ESTABLISHING 200-MILE FISHING ZONE, 

WHILE NOT GOING AS FAR AS PRESENT GOSL CLAIM, COULD 
WELL INDUCE GOSL TO STICK TO PRESENT POSITION, PARTI- 
CULARLY IF ANY SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF OTHER COASTAL STATES 
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MOVE TO EXTEND THEIR OWN CLAIMS. GOSL IS BASICALLY 
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FOLLOWER RATHER THAN LEADER IN LDC WORLD BUT PLACES 
STRONG EMPHASIS ON ALIGNING ITSELF WITH DOMINANT LDC 
CONCENSUS ON ECONOMIC MATTERS. ANY SWING TOWARD CLAIMS 
TO GREATER COASTAL STATE SOVEREIGNTY OUT TO 200 MILES 
THEREFORE LIKELY UNDERCUT CHANCES GOSL WILL IN 
FACT BACK OFF PRESENT POSITION. 

2. WITH REGARD DEEP SEABED MINING BILL, EMBASSY 
BELIEVES THAT GOSL LIKELY EITHER TO CONSIDER THIS IN 
VERY NEGATIVE LIGHT AS UNDUE PRESSURE TACTIC IN ONGOING 
NEGOTIATIONS OR TO SEE IT AS INSTIGATED IN INTERESTS OF 
LARGE, TECHNICALLY ADVANCED US FIRMS SEEKING GRAB DEEP 
SEABED RESOURCES BEFORE DEEP SEABED REGIME PROTECTING 
INTERESTS OF LDC'S CAN BE ESTABLISHED. WHILE LOGIC OF 
LATTER POSITION DOUBTFUL IN VIEW CONDITIONS IN BILL, 

GOSL PREDISPOSITION IS NONETHELESS TO THINK WORST OF 
ECONOMIC INTENTION OF DC'S AND ENACTMENT OF BILL SEEMS 
LIKELY MERELY TO UNDERLINE AND PROVIDE QTE PROOF UNQTE 
OF INGRAINED SUSPICIONS. 

SULLIVAN 
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